Country Team meeting
Interreg

Updates from the European Commission

2 June 2026
Turku, Finland
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Welcome, aims for today &
who the heck are we

Maria Galewska Slaven KLICEK
Interreg desk unit Communication unit
Covering communication too, Covering only communication,

has red hair. doesn’t have red hair.
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Today’s agenda

Programming and legal framework

Commission updates

SFC 2021 and Operations of Strategic
Importance (OSls): state of play

National networks

Best practices & proposals

Common legal interpretation questions:

updated summary document

Campaigns and activities
Upcoming events

* Until Autumn 2026

Updates from EC, incl. INFORM EU

Update on post 2027 proposals

Any other business
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Safe to stay, the agendaiis...
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Programming and legal framework
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Communication officers & coordinators’
nominations

STATE OF PLAY ACCORDING TO SFC2021 (FEBRUARY 2026)
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Operations of strategic importance

State of play
Plenty of info being received via SFC, thank you for that

OVER 83 MILLION M? OF LAND CLEAR
FROM MINES WITH EU SUPPORT IN

CROATIA
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https://unsplash.com/@oriz?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/dog-jumping-on-lawn-during-daytime-VQJXJ4IaU_o?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText

National networks
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National networks

This isn’t really an Interreg thing
* Yet, here we are talking about

* National networks are MS platforms to discuss ongoing and upcoming

communication actions, set up cross-fund activities, resolve visibility
headaches etc.

* ForlInterreg, we’re init: ICON
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Who is part of “él networks
your MS / where yourMA:




Best practices
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COMMUNICATION TRENDS
&

BEST PRACTICES

X % ok ok k ok ok Kk k k Kk K

A Practical Toolkit for Communicating EU Action

How to work with influencers, design events that matter, make your
communication recognisablle, and reach young audiences.
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Repository of good projects

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/Country Team 2026 Projects
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https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/Country_Team_2026_Projects

Interpretation questions

Wiki page available here.
Summary document to be shared with you asap.
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https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regiokm/display/XNETCPR2021/Questions+and+Answers
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regiokm/display/XNETCPR2021/Questions+and+Answers
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regiokm/display/XNETCPR2021/Questions+and+Answers
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regiokm/display/XNETCPR2021/Questions+and+Answers
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regiokm/display/XNETCPR2021/Questions+and+Answers

Campaigns and communication activities
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Wthh events are you plannlng by
Autumn 20267
What about InterregCooperatlon Days?




Update on EC campaigns

and activities
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Macro Regional and
Sea Basin Days

. Registrations are now open for the Macro-regional
and Sea Basin Strategies Days 2026, which will take place
on 8 and 9 July 2026 in Brussels.

You may register via the following link:
https://register.event-works.europa.eu/.../e/lk/g/91040/k/

The registration deadline is 24 June 2026.
K] Forthe agenda and further information, please
consult the webpage https://ec.europa.eu/.../confe.../EU-

strategies-days-2026 en

RO-REGIONAL
SEA BASIN

DINEEET T DAYS 2026

ooperation



https://register.event-works.europa.eu/.../e/lk/g/91040/k/
https://register.event-works.europa.eu/.../e/lk/g/91040/k/
https://register.event-works.europa.eu/.../e/lk/g/91040/k/
https://register.event-works.europa.eu/.../e/lk/g/91040/k/
https://register.event-works.europa.eu/.../e/lk/g/91040/k/
https://ec.europa.eu/.../confe.../EU-strategies-days-2026_en
https://ec.europa.eu/.../confe.../EU-strategies-days-2026_en
https://ec.europa.eu/.../confe.../EU-strategies-days-2026_en
https://ec.europa.eu/.../confe.../EU-strategies-days-2026_en
https://ec.europa.eu/.../confe.../EU-strategies-days-2026_en
https://ec.europa.eu/.../confe.../EU-strategies-days-2026_en
https://ec.europa.eu/.../confe.../EU-strategies-days-2026_en
https://ec.europa.eu/.../confe.../EU-strategies-days-2026_en
https://ec.europa.eu/.../confe.../EU-strategies-days-2026_en

Interreg Annual Meeting
2026
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Cooperation for a better Europe it
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INTERREG
ANNUAL MEETING

12-13 NOVEMBER 2025

Together with the Committee of the Regions

0 BRUSSELS, BELGIUM

TOGETHER FOR
A BETTER EUROPE

www.interreg.eu
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® Launchedon 10 February

® Deadline to apply 22 May

® FEligible funding: ERDF, CF, JTF, ESF(+) from
2014-2020 and 2021-2027

brrespond to policy

PLICAS hey’ re actually not.§

® Applications done via EU survey

Goal: One completed project per programme

All information on the REGIOSTARS website

W



https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/REGIOSTARS2026
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/projects/regio-stars-awards_en

REGIOSTARS 2026 timeline

Phase 1: Application & Finalist Selection Phase 2: Voting, Pitching & Winners
July 14 | October 13-14
Finalists Announced The Grand Finale

Successful projects are
revealed following the

February 10 official eligibility check.

Competition Launch

The official start for projects
to submit their entries for
consideration.

Finalists pitch to jurors before the official N ® s e
REGIOSTARS Ceremony takes place. :

gl +

November 1

! Winner Campaigns
| Local promotional campaigns begin
May 22 September 3 to celeb(atg and shopwcase thegl
Application Deadline Public Voting Opens WIIIME projecs.

The final date for all project The community begins voting for their
submissions to be completed. favorite regional projects online.



Follow up actions to
promote the winners

Smart Regions episodes by Euronews

REGIOSTARS plagues to enhance visibility
on the ground

Photo shooting
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' Europe in my region
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From DG EMPL, HOME, MARE

Step into Another’s Shoes EU Beach Clean-up

(@ Themismetched shoes day . #EUBeachCleanup

HOME Funds
communication
in 2026
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#SCHENGEN40



Other campaigns

Overview of ongoing European Commission
communication campaigns and activities

Spring 2026
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INFORM EU Iin 2026




6-8 May 2026 — Kalamata, Greece



10islonds. One region. GDP per

sto ot just 473 of the EU average
— one of the lowest in the entire
Europeon Union."




Thematic seminars in 2026

Riga, Latvia

June

Gender and
communication

Hungary
Autumn (tbc)

Public events

Slovakia
October/November (tbc)

Topic tbc

Sweden
December

EC Expert Group Meeting




INFORM EU 2026

July August September QOctober November December
COUNTRY TEAM MEETINGS
1 We 1 Sa 1 Tu 1 Th 1 Su 1 Tu
2 Th 2 Su 2 We 2 Fr 2 Mo 451 2 We
3 Fr 3 Mo 3213 Th 3 Sa 3 Tu 3 Th Training Al tools
4 Sa 4 Tu 4 Fr 4 Su 4 We 4 Fr
5 Su 5 We 5 Sa 5 Mo 41l 5 Th 5 Sa
6 Mo 28l & Th 6 Su 6 Tu 6 Fr 6 Su
7 Tu 7 Fr 7 Mo a7 7 We 7 Sa
8 We B Sa B Tu 8 Th Training Behavioural 2 8 Su
ﬂ Ne 9 Fr 9 Mo
LINFORM EU —:—
E -r Su 11 Fr
E 12 Sa
13 M O O 13 Su
- Jeams training m
E 15 Tu
m ° 16 We 16 Fr 16 Mo 47116 We
FseSSIonS 3417 Th 17 Sa 17 Tu 17 Th
E 18 Fr 18 Su 18 We 18 Fr
E.. TR 19 Sa 19 Mo 43|19 Th  Training Financial Instr. 19 Sa
20 Mo 20|20 Th 20 Su 20 Tu Training Inclusive language |20 Fr 20 Su
21 Tu 21 Fr 21 Mo 39)21 We 21 Sa 21 Mo 52
22 We 22 Sa 22 Tu Training Good comm. ex 22 Th 22 Su 22 Tu
23 Th 23 Su 23 We 23 Fr 23 Mo 48| 23 We
24 Fr 24 Mo 35|24 Th 24 Sa 24 Tu 24 Th
25 Sa 25 Tu 25 Fr 25 Su 54 Fr Christmas Day
26 Su 26 We 26 Sa 26 Mo 44 26 Sa
27 Mo 31|27 Th 27 Su 27 Tu 27 Su
28 Tu 28 Fr 28 Mo 40128 We 28 Sa 28 Mo 1
29 We 29 Sa 29 Tu 29 Th 29 Su 29 Tu
30 Th 30 Su 30 We 30 Fr 30 Mo 49| 30 We
31 Fr 31 Mo 36 31 Sa 31 Th
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INFORM EU plans for 2027
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L ast but not least
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Gdalidance & suppbrt for MS and Tifoemer

ronthly update from the world of Inform EU
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COMMUNICATING |
COHESION POLICY

IN 2021-2027

s A o

Carmizsian

COMMUNICATING OPERATIO

SUPPORT KIT L. i
FOR EU VISIBILITY 1 stz



https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/communication/how-to-communicate_en

The Informer

A newsletter unlike anything you've seen before

Communication Lab update: Vienna meeting of communication

The Informer coordinators Celebrating 9 May: what's happening around Europe? YO ur b | -mo nth ly b ut
- fro f the - s ; SO o ] - . . ’
' | sometimes irregular

update from the world of
s . INFORM EU.

Focus: visibility in theory

INFORM EU and practice.

EU in my region @] X | (f) @) &

It’s very nice.

Focus on strategic EU projects

Humans of INFORM EU

Happy to have ideas &
examples from you.

Get involved in the EU aquaculture QD
#MakeltWork tour campaign launch IS ¢

Refugees2Work

AMIF, Belgium SF+ i m
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Commission proposals for visibility and
communication requirements under the
Multiannual Financial Framework 2028-
2034
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Three blocks of the regulatory architecture

Horizontal

regulations

- MFF Regulation, accompanied
by political communication

- Performance Regulation,
covering:

o MFF level common rules -
DNSH, reporting

o Environmental, climate
adaptation and mitigation
social tracking and gender
scoring

o Common intervention fields
and indicators

- Objectives and requirements for

The "Plan”
Regulation

Funds-specific

Requlations

- Establishes the European Fund « ERDF/CF (incl. Interreg)

for economic, social and _
territorial cohesion, agriculture - European Social Fund
and rural, fisheries and maritime,

: : - Common Market Organisation
prosperity and security

- Common Agricultural Policy

the NRPP - Common Fisheries Policy

 Rule of law and Charter . HOME affairs

horizontal conditions
- EU School Scheme

- Budget
. Financial rules
- Governance

. Audit and control
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Communication and visibility

* Proposal for the Performance Regulation (Article 18):

Single set of rules ensuring consistency while catering for specific needs during implementation, very much
based on existing practice.

Obligation for beneficiaries, implementing partners and advisory partners to acknowledge the origin
of Union funds and visibility of the Union support as appropriate. This obligation does not apply to the
beneficiaries of area- and animal-based interventions under the CAP.

A simplified statement is to be used

Based on cohesion policy, obligation to display billboards for investments in tangible assets
Necessary derogations for reasons of security, public order or criminal investigations.
Updated legal basis for information measures for all policy areas

Network of Member States communication coordinators and officers

* Application inthe NRP Plan:

Description of the envisaged approach to communication and visibility for the Plan (NRP Regulation Art.22(2

N—

)

Monitoring committee examines the implementation of information, communication and visibility actions (NRP
Regulation Art.53(1)(a))

Monitoring committee approves the communication strategy (NRP Regulation Art.53(2)(d))
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Work on the EC proposal

State of play

Discussion in the Council Working Party: input from Member States — namely national
communication coordinators - led to changes

CY Presidency presented recent changes in the compromise texts covering Chapter 5 and
AnnexV

National delegations continue to raise pertinent points
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X « EUinmyRegion = & Q

1,583 posts 26.3K followers 988 follo!

EU in my Region "
Government organization

We work for a green, digital and socially inclusive Europe and to improve peoples’ quality of life in all —

EU regions... more =

@ linktr.ee/EUinmyRegion ==

Followed by manufrantski, bisiauxamaury + 59 more — E urope in m re io h
= 70 tis. pratitelji - Pratim 858
[ —
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e 4 . I m Objave Informacije Mentions Reels Fotografij Uzivo Vi
St e St A
REGIOSTARS .. Train Trip 2025 EU Regions ... YouthdRegions

EU Regions ..§

EUinmyRegior. ¥ 4 q 3 Filtri
@EUinmyRegion
onal Policy is about solic

—— | The @EU Commiss... Dil.torate-General for Regional & Urban Policy. Executive carawth
[»] Vice-President @RaffaeleFitto. Director-General @Christophidouk R grow i )e in my regio
o I e
from the EUSF to suf B 1 8 p
Wil - Supporting Cyprus after the wildfires =
W Stranica - Vladina organizacija S
425K 921K I... Prikazi

regio-social-media@ec.eur

poss ' €2.3 MILLION P

+ ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en
from the EUSF to support Cyprus after the wildfires
* Interreg TESIM NEXT
TESIM . " .
[ Over 700 patients r.ehahllltated in just one. .yealr f. . . ) FOtOg rafije
At @ Volodymyr Hospital, Al-powered rehabilitation equipment is helping
soldiers & civilians recover mobility and independence. 1 Made possible €23 MILLIOK
thanks to the project. o
& Read more:
Q g m Images Videos Articles Documents

E U I N EU Funds a
EU Funds
M Y R E G I 0 N { s for Europe Platform (STEP) ding its reach to
p f thanks to the rec: the Defence mini-

EUinmyRegiOn View ad library

@EL ion - 4.00K cubscribers - 1.6K vidane

This Youtube cham. ' o1 sa 'id sp duct byl 2El o .m: or on ‘torate C ..more
EUInmyRegiDn “a.:book.com/EUin._jregi.. ..d3.. .< nks

Sub:

Home Videos Shorts Live Podcasts  Playlists  Posts

‘Smart Regions: How an old railway station transformed into a ...
794 views - 1 year ago

The “Técnico Innovation Centre” in Lisbon is an infrastructure for
the development and transfer of technology, which rehabilitates il r:, Repost ~{ Send
and requalifies the old buildings left over from the Arco do Cego
bus station. The team of architects from the Técnico Innovation
Centre who headed this project opted for materials and

hinclimatic desinne that would hanst the huildina’s enerov

European
Commission



https://www.instagram.com/euinmyregion/
https://x.com/EUinmyRegion
https://www.facebook.com/EUinmyregion
https://www.youtube.com/c/euinmyregion
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/european-commission-eu-funds/posts/?feedView=all

Inforegio - Communication (europa.eu)

Slaven.klicek@ec.europa.eu
Maria.galewska@ec.europa.eu

REGIO A2 & D1

© European Union 2020

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are not
owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holder



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/communication_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/communication_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/communication_en
mailto:Slaven.klicek@ec.europa.eu
mailto:maria.galewska@ec.europa.eu
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