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Process overview
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Workflow – Population and sample
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First two exercises

AY 2023–2024 

TER 0.07% (15 programmes)

AY 2024–2025

TER 0.73% (48 programmes)
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Accounting year 2025 / 2026
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✓ 34 programmes submitted 
the population

✓ Total of 80 programmes with 
payment claims (out of 86 
total)



Remaining programmes (2025 / 2026 AY)

(Interreg VI-A) IPA CBC Croatia Serbia

(Interreg VI-A) IPA CBC Croatia-Bosnia 
and Herzegovina- Montenegro

(Interreg VI-A) Belgium-France (Wallonie-
Vlaanderen-France)

(Interreg VI-B) Danube

(Interreg VI-A) IPA CBC Hungary Serbia

(Interreg VI-A) NEXT Huskroua

(Interreg VI-A) Hungary-Slovakia

(Interreg VI-D) Amazonia

(Interreg VI-B) Euro Mediterranean 
(EURO MED)

(Interreg VI-A) France-Italy (ALCOTRA)

(Interreg VI-A) France-Germany-
Switzerland (Upper Rhine)

(Interreg VI-A) Germany/Mecklenburg-
Western Pomerania/Brandenburg-Poland

(Interreg VI-B) Central Europe

(Interreg VI-B) South West Europe 
(SUDOE)

(Interreg VI-B) Atlantic Area

(Interreg VI-A) Spain-Portugal (POCTEP)

(Interreg VI-A) Spain-France-Andorra 
(POCTEFA)

(Interreg VI-B) Baltic Sea region

(Interreg VI-A) Germany/Brandenburg-
Poland

(Interreg VI-A) Czechia-Poland

(Interreg VI-A) IPA CBC Bulgaria Turkey

(Interreg VI-A) IPA CBC Bulgaria North 
Macedonia

(Interreg VI-A) IPA CBC Bulgaria Serbia

(Interreg VI-A) Romania-Bulgaria

(Interreg VI-A) IPA CBC Romania Serbia

(Interreg VI-A) Romania-Hungary

(Interreg VI-B) Interreg NEXT Black Sea 
Basin

(Interreg VI-D) Mozambique Channel

(Interreg VI-D) Indian Ocean

(Interreg VI-B) Alpine Space

(Interreg VI-C) Interact

PEACE PLUS Ireland-Northern 
Ireland/United Kingdom

(Interreg VI-A) Lithuania-Poland

(Interreg VI-D) Caribbean

Urbact IV

(Interreg VI-B) Adriatic-Ionian

(Interreg VI-A) Italy-Slovenia

(Interreg VI-A) Italy-Switzerland

(Interreg VI-A) IPA CBC South 
Adriatic (Italy-Albania-Montenegro)

(Interreg VI-B) NEXT Mediterranean 
Sea Basin (NEXT MED)

(Interreg VI-A) Italy-Malta

(Interreg VI-A) Italy-France (Maritime)

(Interreg VI-A) Latvia-Lithuania

(Interreg VI-A) Belgium-The 
Netherlands (Vlaanderen-Nederland)

(Interreg VI-A) Finland-Estonia-
Latvia-Sweden (Central Baltic)

(Interreg VI-A) Italy-Austria

(Interreg VI-A) NEXT Romania 
Moldova*

(Interreg VI-A) NEXT Romania 
Ukraine*

(Interreg VI-A) NEXT Italy Tunisia*

(Interreg VI-A) Hungary-Croatia*

(Interreg VI-A) IPA CBC Greece 
North Macedonia*

(Interreg VI-A) IPA CBC Greece 
Albania *
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General aspects about 
sending us the population

▪ Use the template for 
data exchange

▪ Sampling unit = 
partner in an operation

▪ SPF beneficiary = 
project partner in an 
operation (no final 
recipients in the 
population!)

▪ AA reconciliation 
strongly recommended

▪ AA contacts to be 
added to the list of 
“Officials in charge” (in 
SFC) to get 
notifications
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On the basis of system audits carried out in the
given acccounting year or preceeding
accounting years if relevant (decision of taking
into account preliminary results of system
audits to be made by the AA based on
professional judgement)

No double recording / duplicates!

Example (1/5)
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Important to add the partner number!

For SPF: SPF beneficiary = project partner in an 
operation; same for sub-partners

Example (2/5)
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Column I is to be used for withdrawals in the given 
accounting year of expenditure related to previous 

accounting years

Example (3/5)
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Please remove all partners with zero in 
column J (positive population)

Example (4/5)
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Example

Example (5/5)
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Sample sheet

AA to fill in together 

with the ACR
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Drawing the sample (EC)
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▪ We check your submission (e.g., 
double recording, partner number etc.)

▪ Fill in an internal checklist 

▪ Randomly select the sample (3 or 5 
partners) and record it

▪ Register the sample (Ares)

▪ Send it to you via SFC



Questions or doubts ?

FMB: EC-INTERREG-COMMON-SAMPLE@ec.europa.eu

Useful resources:

➢ Q&A on common sample for audit of operations

➢ Template for data exchange

➢ Common sample - Information for Interreg Programmes

➢ SFC manual_Common sample module (new module since 2025)

➢ Presentation of EC on the common sample - 3 October 2024

➢ Presentation of EC on the common sample - 18 June 2025
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Thank you !

European Commission

June 2026
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