Event Concept Document
Cooperation Actions in Action: How Ideas Lead to Impact

The story of cooperation within the Investment for growth and jobs (IGJ) goal is not new. However, it has gained greater prominence in the 2021–2027 programming period, as Member States are required to plan cooperation actions under each specific objective. The Common Provisions Regulation (EU) 2021/1060, Article 22(3)(d)(vi), explicitly enables Member States to support interregional actions directly through their IJG programmes. This represents an important opportunity to strengthen territorial cooperation beyond the dedicated Interreg framework.
In practice, many Managing Authorities face challenges in designing and implementing such cooperation actions. These include limited existing experience, fragmented examples, and the need to adjust administrative and legal requirements. As a result, the work with cooperation within IJG programmes requires additional support.
At the same time, existing strategic cooperation frameworks such as the EU Macro-Regional and Sea Basin Strategies (MRS and SBS) offer strategic frameworks for identifying shared priorities and investment needs. Their established governance structures, stakeholder networks, and thematic priorities provide a unifying framework for aligning and inspiring IJG cooperation. 
One of Interact’s ongoing activities focuses on supporting IJG programmes in implementing cooperation actions in line with Article 22(3)(d)(vi) of Regulation (EU) 2021/1060. The aim is to harmonise and simplify approaches, provide guidance, and foster knowledge exchange between programmes and authorities.
1. Executive Summary
Event Title: Cooperation Actions in Action: How Ideas Lead to Impact
Date: May, 2026
Venue: Nice, France
Duration: 1.5 days, starting from 13.30 h.
Format: Presential event with study visit component
Target Audience: 50 participants from managing authorities of regional and national IJG programmes
Core Purpose: To bridge the implementation gap in cooperation actions by facilitating peer learning, knowledge transfer, and strategic networking among stakeholders at different maturity stages of cooperation implementation.
2. Event Rationale
The 2021-2027 programming period mandates cooperation actions across all specific objectives (Reg. EU No. 2021/1060 Art. 22 3 d) vi), creating unprecedented opportunities for regional synergy but also significant implementation challenges.
Key Challenges Addressed:
· Knowledge silos preventing cross-programme learning
· Limited access to practical implementation know-how
· Partnership formation barriers
· Difficulty translating cooperation concepts into tangible results
· Lack of peer exchange opportunities beyond existing partnerships
Value Proposition: This event serves as a strategic platform where practitioners can access the "recipe" for successful cooperation actions through direct engagement with peers who have navigated various stages of implementation, from initial concept to measurable impact.
3. Target Audience Profile
Primary Participants:
· Managing Authority staff responsible for cooperation actions implementation
· Programme representatives from ERDF, ESF+, Cohesion Fund, and Interreg programmes (if relevant)
· Regional development agencies implementing cooperation projects
· National contact points for international cooperation
· Technical assistance teams supporting cooperation actions
Geographic Scope:
· EU Member States (priority: regions with active cooperation actions)
· Other international partners engaged in regional cooperation frameworks
4. Event Objectives
Strategic Objectives:
1. Facilitate knowledge exchange on practical implementation of cooperation actions across diverse programme contexts
2. Enable peer-to-peer learning between stakeholders at different maturity stages
3. Identify and disseminate good practices for overcoming persistent cooperation barriers
4. Strengthen professional networks beyond existing partnership structures
5. Enhance capacity for designing and implementing impactful cooperation actions
6. Connect to the work of the EU macro-regions using it as a framework for building cooperation across regions and programmes
Concrete Outcomes:
· Participants gain actionable strategies for their specific implementation stage
· Formation of new partnership connections and cooperation opportunities
· Collection of transferable good practices and lessons learned
· Enhanced understanding of multi-level governance approaches to cooperation
· Increased confidence in navigating regulatory and operational challenges
6. Methodological Elements
· Experience exchange
· Networking
· Study visit iIntegration
· Co-creation focus
· Peer complementarity
5. Cross-cutting themes throughout the event:
· Partnership dynamics
· Regulatory navigation
· Sustainability and scale
· International dimension
6. Logistics Considerations
Venue Requirements:
· 50 participants
· 1 conference room for the workshop
· Networking spaces for catering
· Technical equipment for presential event
Study Visit:
· Location accessible within 1-hour travel
· Project demonstrating tangible cooperation outcomes
· Capacity to host full group with presentations and interaction
