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News and updates
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EU Publications 
Guidelines on the use of SCOs
+update on audit of T&A costs 
reimbursed based on a flat rate 

(24 March 2025)

Study on the uptake of SCOs 
and FNLC for CPR funds 

(2014-2020 & 2021-2027)

No more real costs ESF+
• Position paper 
• Road map

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:C_202407467
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/information-sources/publications/reports/2025/study-on-the-uptake-of-sco-and-fnlc-for-the-cpr-funds-in-the-2014-2020-and-2021-2027-programming-periods_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/information-sources/publications/reports/2025/study-on-the-uptake-of-sco-and-fnlc-for-the-cpr-funds-in-the-2014-2020-and-2021-2027-programming-periods_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/information-sources/publications/reports/2025/study-on-the-uptake-of-sco-and-fnlc-for-the-cpr-funds-in-the-2014-2020-and-2021-2027-programming-periods_en
https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/position-paper-no-more-real-costs-post-2027_en
https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/road-map-model-no-more-real-costs-post-2027_en
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Interact Publications - updates

Verification of SCOs – practical 
implications of SCOs on control 

work

HIT Factsheets – eligibility

Eligibility matrix of costs 

https://www.interact.eu/library/18
https://www.interact.eu/library/18
https://www.interact.eu/library/18
https://www.interact.eu/library/326
https://www.interact.eu/library/15
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News from the Regio TN on Simplification –
SCO audit findings

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/how/improving-investment/simplified-cost-options_en
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News from the Regio TN on Simplification –
SCO audit findings

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/how/improving-investment/simplified-cost-options_en
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News from the Regio TN on Simplification –
SCO audit findings

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/how/improving-investment/simplified-cost-options_en
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News from the Regio TN on Simplification –
SCO audit findings

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/how/improving-investment/simplified-cost-options_en
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News from the Regio TN on Simplification –
Draft budget experiences

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/how/improving-investment/simplified-cost-options_en


S
C

O
s

 k
it

c
h

e
n

10

What we are working on: 

• SCOs cases collection;

• Publication – Eligibility and SCOs, compilation from 
Regiowiki (June 2025);

• Publication - draft budget –update implementation;

• SCO event (September 2025);

• SCOs and Interact Academy;

• Post 2027 – SCOs and P-BA.
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New tools/
community
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Teams and channels
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SharePoint
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„Old“ community structure

•DISCUSSIONS - this is the place for discussions/ exchange of 

ideas/ advice/ questions/ news. Discussions are organised and 

named around specific SCOs (e.g., unit costs for staff, SCOs for 

meetings/ events, etc.). If your question/ comment/ news falls 

under the existing forums, please post it there. If not - create a 

new forum thread. Don't hesitate to ask - this is how we all 

learn!
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„Old“ community structure

•FILES - documents are organised in 

folders. Here you will find files related to 

the specific SCOs we work on, as well as 

material/ presentations from our events 

on SCOs. A special folder with an 

overview of available and currently 

implemented SCOs in Interreg 

programmes is available here too.
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„Old“ community structure

•BOOKMARKS - links to 

useful resources/ material. 

Here you will also find a 

collection of SCOs for the 

2021-2027 programming 

period, our online courses, 

references to EC 

guidelines, etc.
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„Old“ community structure

•WIKIs - these blocks 

are named after the 

specific SCOs we're 

working on (i.e., 3 

options for staff costs 

calculations; lump 

sums for closure and 

preparation costs and 

so on).
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„New“ community structure

DISSCUSIONS + BOOKMARKS POSTS (Teams)

FILES + WIKIs FILES Guidance?
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Unit costs
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Experience 
sharing

Marcin Kaczmarski

Interreg Baltic Sea Region
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SCOs
simplifications
spotting
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Simplifications
Expected

Calls 
Seminars focus on 

content

consultations,

projects preparation, 

planning

automated calculations

Assessment & 

Contracting

Focus on what is

important

Reduced time 

Implementation

More training time on 

what is important

More flexibility

Simplified reporting

Speed up processes

Management 
verification and 

audit

no more tracing every
single euro

more focus on outputs

check of correct
application of SCOs 
method (controllers)

General 
New type of beneficiaries

Reduced workload

Reduced admin costs 

and burden

Speed up

More focus on outputs 

and results

Reduced error rate

Retention 

period 

Less documents stored

Lower error 
rate

More correct and 
efficient use of 

Interreg
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Group work Simplifications spotted –
how much? ; real-life examples
– 15 minutes

Please reflect and discuss in your groups - 6 Steps:

• DYI

• Put your individual scores on the matrix in front of you

• Discuss at your table what you see

• Share your real life examples

• Can you agree on a single score per each phase?

• Share with the room



S
C

O
s

 k
it

c
h

e
n

24

Simplifications – step 2 
Spotted – how much? ; real-life examples

Phases
Person 1

(1 - 5)

Person 2

(1 - 5)

Person 3

(1 - 5)

Person 4

(1 - 5)

Person n

(1 - 5)

Real life

examples

Calls

Assessment & 
Contracting

Implementation

Management 
verification and audit

Retention period 

Other ?
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Lump sums
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Preparation costs

Looking into the past...

❖ Make Headway – Enhancing SCOs, Bratislava, February 2020;
❖ Keeping up with SCOs, online, July 2020

• A proposal - eligibility period/data basis/what‘s in the box/what‘s not in the box/calculation 

method

• Majority approach possible?

• Screening of programme documents (30 programmes) – short survey

• Finding a one-size-fits-all methodology seems difficult
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Preparation costs

...and present...

➢ Currently more than 45 Interreg programmes (Interreg SCOs 2021-2027 collection)

➢ Used for: all types of projects; regular projects; small-scale projects; all except SPF

➢Mandatory; optional; optional for projects without infrastructure

➢ Amounts = from 2.500 to 37.000 EUR
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Preparation costs

...to prepare for the future?

❖ Updating methodologies

❖ Possibilities for future harmonization?



S
C

O
s

 k
it

c
h

e
n

30

Implementation/Content

Examples

❖Lump sum for visibility (Hungary – Serbia)

❖Lump sum for meeting, workshop, conference

❖Lump sum for B2B and incoming mission

❖Lump sum for accompayning actions

❖Lump sum for Joint models/processes...

South Adriatic

https://www.interact.eu/library/380
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Experience 
sharing

Davide Marciano

Interreg IPA South Adriatic
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Thank you for 
being here!

Your opinion matters to us.

Please take a few minutes to provide us with 

feedback to help us improve our services.
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