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Study: Strengthening the Resilience of EU 
Border Regions

 Objective: To assess the risks that cross-border regions are exposed to,

including their impact, to identify main gaps in disaster risk management

capabilities at local, regional, national and European level and recommend

measures to improve them, as well as to provide examples of good

practices.

 Geographical and risk coverage:

53 borders (43 EU 

internal land borders, 4 

maritime borders, 6 

borders of candidate 

countries)

12 types of risks:
- Meteorological and hydrological (i.e. 

floods, fires)

- Geohazards (i.e. Geophysical risks) 

- Biological (i.e. Pandemics, animal 

diseases)

- Technological (i.e. Nuclear and 

radiological accidents)

- Societal (i.e. Terrorism, Cyber 

threats, Mass migration).



 Border Fiches 

and Maps

Available at:

KN-02-24-587-EN-N.pdf 

(europa.eu)

 10 Case Studies 

and related good 

practices

Available at:

KN-09-24-524-EN-

N.pdf (europa.eu)

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/studies/KN-02-24-587-EN-N.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/studies/KN-09-24-524-EN-N.pdf


Key findings

 339 legal and governance 

tools to address the 

12 types of risks

 268 agreements, 192 are 

one-border, while 76 

are multi-border

 110 projects on cross-border 

risk management through 

Interreg or UCPM

Figure 4: Number of agreements per type of risk (single-border or multiple-border)



Key takeaways

1. Need for more common joint risk assessments in cross-border areas;

2. A better understanding of legal frameworks across the border is key

for improved DRM;

3. National and regional support is vital for DRM at local level;

4. Need to improve data availability and comparability across borders;

5. Need to strengthen cross-border cooperation/ teams/ mechanisms/

exercises;

6. From INTERREG projects to mainstreamed solutions for cross-border

DRM.



Pilot action: Resilient Borders

Two lots:

o Crisis management

o Spatial planning

Managed by MOT and AEBR 

on behalf of DG REGIO

9 pilots selected for crisis 

management lot

A grant budget up to 40 000€ 

for each pilot



Useful links

• Inforegio: Strengthening the Resilience of EU border 

regions

Final report

Border Fiches and Maps

Case Studies

• Resilient Borders pilot action

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/information-sources/publications/studies/2024/strengthening-the-resilience-of-eu-border-regions_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/studies/KN-02-24-586-2A-N.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/studies/KN-02-24-587-EN-N.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/studies/KN-09-24-524-EN-N.pdf
https://resilientborders.eu/
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